High school students wh
schedule and embrace o

better prepared to take

BY HOLLY O’DELL

the college plunge.

PHOTO ILLUSTRATIONS BY RANDALL NELSON

or many students—and their parents—
earning that elusive college accep-
tance letter is the pinnacle of their
high school career. The process can be
competitive, as colleges search for stu-
dents with the highest academic promise. To
make this match, colleges set forth high school
course recommendations and requirements to
help prepare teenagers for higher education.

Teenage life reaches far beyond the classroom,
however. Teens participate in extracurricular
activities. They spend time with friends. They
explore interests outside the classroom. They
may even have a part-time job. With all these
pursuits, what should take top priority in these
impressionable, formative years?

College admissions professionals throughout
Minnesota provide some guidance by explaining
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